
WELCOME TO THE CITY OF 
PRATTVILLE MS4 ORDINANCE 

SEMINAR



WHY THE ORDINANCE WAS CREATED

• 1999 – EPA STARTED PHASE II OF NPDES STORMWATER PROGRAM

• THIS REQUIRES ALL CITIES WITH 50,000 PEOPLE OR MORE TO HAVE ITS OWN STORMWATER  
PERMIT

• PERMIT COMPLIANCE IS MEASURED IN 5 WAYS PUBLIC EDUCATION, IDDE, CONSTRUCTION SITE 
RUN-OFF CONTROL, POST-CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT, AND POLLUTION PREVENTION

• ON JULY 1, 2016 PRATTVILLE WAS ISSUED ITS STORMWATER PERMIT

• AS PART OF THIS, THE CITY IS REQUIRED TO CREATE A CONSTRUCTION AND POST CONSTRUCTION 
ORDINANCE TO MANAGE STORMWATER RUN-OFF



WHO IS AFFECTED

• CONSTRUCTION ORDINANCE

• ANYONE WHO CONDUCTS A LAND DISTURBING ACTIVITY WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS

• EXEMPTIONS – AGRICULTURE, SILVICULTURE, MINOR DISTURBANCE ( FENCES, POOLS, ACCESSORY 
BUILDINGS, ADDITIONS UNDER 1000 SF)

• POST CONSTRUCTION

• ANYONE WHO DISTURBS MORE THAN ONE ACRE AND USES A STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM (SMS) TO CONTROL RUN-OFF ( I.E. RETENTION OR DETENTION POND)



WHAT CHANGES TO EXPECT

• ALL QUALIFYING CONSTRUCTION SITES WILL REQUIRE A GRADING PERMIT STARTING JULY 1, 
2018

• STORMWATER BMP’S MUST BE IN PLACE AT ALL TIMES DURING CONSTRUCTION TO PASS 
BUILDING INSPECTIONS

• ALL BMP’S MUST BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NPDES GENERAL PERMIT, AND THE ALABAMA 
HANDBOOK

• REMOVAL OF BMP’S AND SITE STABILIZATION WILL BE REQUIRED FOR A CO



HOW TO OBTAIN A GRADING PERMIT
• RESIDENTIAL

• FILL OUT GRADING PERMIT APPLICATION COMPLETELY, SUBMIT IT WITH YOUR BUILDING PERMIT

• SUBMIT AN EROSION CONTROL PLAN WITH APPLICATION

• PAY $150 APPLICATION FEE

• COMMERCIAL

• FILL OUT PERMIT APPLICATION COMPLETELY WITH ESTIMATED BOND AMOUNT

• SUBMIT AN ENGINEERED EROSION CONTROL PLAN WITH APPLICATION

• PAY $400 APPLICATION FEE

• UPON APPROVAL SUBMIT A SURETY (BOND, CASHIER’S CHECK, LETTER OF CREDIT)



WHERE TO FIND THE FORMS
• ALL FORMS CAN BE FOUND ON THE CITY OF PRATTVILLE’S HOME PAGE UNDER PUBLIC WORKS

• WE WILL ALSO ADD A LINK TO THIS PAGE IN UNDER THE BUILDING AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT PAGES 



APPLICATION FOR GRADING PERMIT   ATCH(B)



GRADING PERMIT FEE AND BOND SCHEDULE FEE  ATCH(A)

• BOND AMOUNTS 
ARE BASED ON 
TOTAL DISTURBED 
ACRES



EROSION CONTROL PLAN / CBMP PLAN   ATCH (D)
• IF YOUR SITE REQUIRES A NPDES PERMIT SUBMIT YOUR ENGINEERED EROSION CONTROL PLAN

• IF IT DOESN’T, YOU MAY DRAW YOUR OWN PLAN

• A GUIDE FOR THIS IS IN THE GRADING PACKAGE



ADEM NPDES LINKS   ATCH (C)



BOND FORM / LETTER OF CREDIT   ATCH (F&G)



CONSTRUCTION PERMIT SUBMITTAL SUMMARY
ONE OR TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

APPLICATION 

APPLICATION FEE

ANY SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

EROSION CONTROL PLAN (NO LARGER THAN LEGAL SIZE)

ALL OTHER CONSTRUCTION

APPLICATION

APPLICATION FEE

ANY SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

EROSION CONTROL BOND BASED ON TOTAL DISTURBED ACRES

2 SETS OF EROSION CONTROL PLAN (ONE 24”X36”, DIGITAL)



POST CONSTRUCTION CHANGES

• THESE CHANGES BECOME EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 5, 2108

• THE CITY WILL NO LONGER EXCEPT OWNERSHIP OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
(I.E. RETENTION /DETENTION PONDS)

• ANY PROPERTY THAT USES AN SMS MUST APPLY FOR A POST-CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER 
PERMIT

• THIS PERMIT SHOULD BE APPLIED FOR WITH YOUR BUILDING PERMIT, GRADING PERMIT, OR 
SUBDIVISION PRELIMINARY PLAT

• ALL SMS WILL REQUIRE AN OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT (OMA) AND MUST 
REFERENCED ON THE PLAT

• OMA  MUST BE TRANSFERRED ALONG WITH THE OWNERSHIP OF THE PROPERTY 

• HOA’S WILL BE REQUIRED TO HAVE AN ESCROW ACCOUNT TO MAINTAIN THE SMS



APPLICATION PROCESS
• FILL OUT THE POST-CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER APPLICATION 

• SUBMIT FEE 

• SUBMIT A COMPLETE SETS OF PLANS

• ATTACH DESIGN FORM

• UPON APPROVAL OF DESIGN
• COMMERCIAL - SUBMIT A SIGNED COPY OF THE O.M.A. 

• IN THE O.M.A. THERE WILL NEED TO BE A LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY, AND A RECORDED PLAT 
OF THE EASEMENTS AND THE SMS

• SUBDIVISIONS - SUBMIT THE OMA ALONG WITH FINAL PLAT APPROVAL

• WHEN THE SMS IS COMPLETED AN AS-BUILT EVALUATION AND CERTIFICATION FORM MUST 
SUBMITTED FOR A CO OR FINAL PLAT APPROVAL



HOA REQUIREMENTS

• SUBMIT AN ENGINEERS ESTIMATE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION COSTS OF THE SMS

• ESTABLISH AN HOA OR SIMILAR ENTITY TO OPERATE, MAINTAIN, REPAIR, AND INSPECT THE SMS 
ANNUALLY 

• ESTABLISH AN ESCROW ACCOUNT WITH HALF THE INITIAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS

• DEPOSIT 10% ANNUALLY UNTIL HALF THE INITIAL COST IS IN THE ESCROW ACCOUNT

• EXAMPLE: SMS CONSTRUCTION COST IS $100,000

• HALF OF THE INITIAL COST IS $50,000

• DEVELOPER INITIALLY CONTRIBUTES $5,000

• ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION IS $4,500 FOR 10 YEARS OR UNTIL $50,000 IS REACHED



ANNUAL OBLIGATIONS

• ALL SMS MUST BE INSPECTED EACH YEAR BY A PE AND AN ANNUAL INSPECTION FORM 
TURNED IN BY SEPTEMBER 30 

• HOA’S MUST ATTACH COPIES OF THE ESCROW FINANCIALS SHOWING THE ANNUAL DEPOSITS 
HAVE BEEN MADE
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